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Most Useful Ukrainian Words

How Go Use This Book

The way you use this book will depend on your unique learning style and needs.

Perhaps you prefer to learn a certain number of words each day, practicing your
reading and translation skills. Alternatively, you may prefer to use this book as
a reference tool, looking up words in the context of a sentence. Or, you might
choose to use the accompanying flashcards to learn the words on the go.

Whatever your preference, this book is designed to meet your needs. Here are
some important things to keep in mind about the organization and special remarks
included with each word.

Stress mark (')

In Ukrainian, each word has a stress mark ( ) that indicates the emphasized
syllable. Although people do not use these marks in written language, we have
included them in both words and examples to help you, as a learner, practice your
stress.

The stressed syllable is pronounced louder and stronger than the others. In
Ukrainian, words typically have one stressed syllable, but when a word has only
one syllable, we do not mark the stress.

Let us take a look at some examples from the book:

06aTbKo = TaTo father, dad

BaTbko (TaTo) npuine 3asTpa. Father (dad) will arrive tomorrow.
6aTbKMn parents

Kum npauotoTb TBOT 6aThKin? What do your (informal) parents do

(for work)?

In the word for "father," the stress falls on the first syllable — 6aTbko (BA-tko). In
the word for "parents," the stress falls towards the end — 6aTbkn (bat-KY).

How you emphasize words makes a big difference, so it is important to memorize
each word with its stress. Our flashcards include audio to help you with your
pronunciation.

Inspiring resources for learning Ukrainian — UkrainianLessons.com
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How to Use This Book

Synonyms ( =)

If two words can be used interchangeably to convey the same meaning, it is
indicated by = sign. Even if there are slight differences between the words, we do
not want to overwhelm you with details. Typically, these words are ones that can
be used for the same translation:

aBTOMOGiNb = aBT6 = mallHa car

A He BMil0 BOANTY MaWWHY (aBTO, | do not know how to drive a car.
aBTOMOGINL).

Please note that we have not included all possible synonyms in this book, but only
those that are very common in everyday Ukrainian.
Euphonic pairs (=)

Another use of the = sign is for euphonic pairs. These are two variations of the
same word used interchangeably in Ukrainian in different contexts to improve the
sentence's sound.

Euphony, or muno3sBy4HicTb in Ukrainian, is not as restrictive in speech as it
is in written language. Typically, sounds follow a more melodic order: vowel-
consonant-vowel-consonant. This affects mostly the sounds [y], [B], and [i], [#].

Here are some examples from the book (note the underlined previous sounds):

BXKe = yxé already, yet
Ocrtan yxé 3Hanwos poboTy. Ostap has already found a job.
Mu Bxe npuixanu? Have we arrived yet?
iTM = UK, NiTn to go (unidirectional)
(imperfective, perfective)
Bin iné Ha Lo Beuipky? BoHa iige. Is he going to this party? She is (going).
BoHa miwna Ha KoHUEpT. She went to the concert.

If you are a casual Ukrainian speaker, my advice is not to worry too much about
euphony. It is just useful to know that words like Bxe and yxé are basically the
same word.

: For further information about euphony in Ukrainian, visit our website at
ukrainianlessons.com/euphony-in-ukrainian

Inspiring resources for learning Ukrainian — UkrainianLessons.com


https://www.ukrainianlessons.com/
https://www.ukrainianlessons.com/euphony-in-ukrainian/

How to Use This Book

English translation

In the book, we provide minimalistic English translations for each Ukrainian word,
but sometimes we include several meanings when they are practical for your
language learning. For example:

BiAKPMBATY, BiAKPUTH 1) to open; 2) to discover
(imperfective, perfective)

Lito Kopobky He MOXHa BiAKPUBATH. This box should not be opened.

Konym6 BigkpB AMEpUKY. Columbus discovered America.

Note that these translations might not cover all possible word meanings, but are
rather the most useful to know in everyday communication.

Example sentences

In order to provide a comprehensive understanding of each word, we include
an illustrative sentence or two with English translation. These sentences are
carefully chosen to highlight the context and usage of the word in a realistic,
casual situation.

In these sentences, you may see the word presented in a different form, such as
a different case or tense, to help you understand how it can be used in real-life
situations.

aBTOOYyC bus
CalLKo i301Th B WKOMY aBTOGYCOM. Sashko goes to school by bus.

At times, multiple example sentences are provided for a single word, to help you
see how it can be used in different contexts:

BiANOYMBATHY, BiANOYNTH 1) to rest; 2) to vacation
(imperfective, perfective)
OxkcéaHa b6araro npautoe i mano BignounBae. Oksana works a lot and rests little.

Mwu 4yyao6Bo Bignounnu B Kapnarax. We had a great vacation in the
Carpathians.

Additionally, some entries include a literal translation of a phrase in quotation
marks, so that you can compare the English and Ukrainian phrasing:

perynsipHo regularly
flHa perynsipHo 3aMMaeTbCs CNOPTOM. Yana regularly exercises (“does
sports”).

Inspiring resources for learning Ukrainian — UkrainianLessons.com
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How bo Install and Use Anki Flashcards

How to Study with Anki Flashcards

Hopefully, following the steps above, you successfully installed Anki, imported
your flashcards and created an account not to lose your process. It is time to
learn! Here are a few tips to get you started.

1. In order to start studying, select the 1000 words deck and click “Study Now”
button on the deck screen. You will see one “side” of the card and will need
to say the translation: either to English or to Ukrainian. Once you are ready
with your answer, click “Show answer”, tap the Space bar or on your
touchscreen. You will then see the translation along with example sentences
for context.

eoe User 1 - Anki ese User 1 - Anki
Decks Add Browse Stats Sync Decks Add Browse Stats SyncO
6aHkomart 6aHkomar
) )
» »

ATM

TyT necb € 6aHKOMaT?
»

Is there an ATM here somewhere?

184+0+0 <im <6m <10m 4d
Show Answer Again Hard Good Easy

Inspiring resources for learning Ukrainian — UkrainianLessons.com
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How bo Install and Use Anki Flashcards

2. Anki uses a spaced repetition algorithm to show you cards at the right time
for optimal memorization. The algorithm will show you cards more frequently
if you have trouble with them, and less frequently if you get them right.

As you review the flashcards, mark the ones you know well as “easy” or
“good”, the ones you struggle with as “hard” and the ones you do not know
at all as “again”. This will help Anki optimize the timing and frequency of the
flashcards it shows you.

[ BON ) User 1 - Anki
Decks Add Browse Stats Sync O

6aceuH

pool

4 perynsipHo xogxy B 6acémnH.

»

| regularly gg to the pool.

<im <6m <10m 4d
Again Hard Good Easy
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

6araTtumn
BiH gyxe 6arara niognHa.

6araTto
BiH 3H&€ baraTo mos.
BoHa 6araro 3apobnisie.

6ankoH
Onsa cuanTb Ha bankoHi.

6aHaH

Ha cHigaHok Mapko 3'iB oBa
6aHaHun.

0aHkK

Mos cecTpa npaute B 6aHKy.
OaHkomar

TyT gecb € 6aHKkOMAT?

6ap

Xogimo B 6ap.

6acénH

A perynsipHO xo4Ky B 6acénH.

6ackeTbon
OnéHa nobuTb rpatn B
6ackeToon.

6aTbKu
KuMm npautooTs TBOT 6aTbKK?

OaTbKoO = TaTo

BaTbKo (TaTo) npuige 3asTpa.

6aunTn, NnobaYUTMN

Twv 6aun meHeé?
MNoxnBémo — nobaummo.

6araTtumn

rich
He is a very rich person.
many, a lot (of)

He knows many languages.
She earns a lot.

balcony
Olia is sitting on the balcony.

banana
For breakfast, Marko ate two
bananas.

bank
My sister works at a bank.

ATM

Is there an ATM here somewhere?

bar
Let’s go to the bar.

pool
| regularly go to the pool.

basketball
Olena likes to play basketball.

parents
What do your (informal) parents do
(for work)?

father, dad
Father (dad) will arrive tomorrow.

to see

(imperfective, perfective)
Do you see me?

We will live — we will see.
(Ukrainian saying)

Inspiring resources for learning Ukrainian — UkrainianLessons.com
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178.

179.

180.

181.

182.

183.

184.

185.

186.

187.

rpuBHA

[le moxHa 0bMiHATM adnapu Ha
rpUBHI?

rpun

Min cuH 3apas XBopie Ha rpun.
rpowi

CKinbKM1 rpoLwéii noTpi6Ho Ans
wacrta?

rpyaeHb

Y rpyaHi M1 YacTo i3a1mo Ao
6abyci.

rpyna

Jiogm 3a WicTAecsT y rpyni pusuky.

ry6a, ryoum
Lle mosi yntobneHa nomaga ans
ry6.

ryouTu, saryomntum

A yacto ryénio péui.
Yudpa NMNaend 3arybuB cBili
TenedoH.

rynsTv, NorynsaTm

BoHI NMKOGNSTH rynsiTh B MiCi.
Mwu nigemo norynsiemo.

rypr

«OkedH Enban» — Le Bigdmuii
YKpaiHCbKU rypT.

OaBaTu, oaTun
PaHilue BiH AaBaB MeHi CBOI cTapi

KHWAMN,
BiH maB MeHi LiKaBy KHUrY.

rpuBHSA

name of Ukrainian currency
Where can | change dollars to
hryvnias?

flu

My son is now sick with flu.

money
How much money does one need for
happiness?

December
In December, we often go to
grandma's.

group
People over sixty are in the risk
group.

lip, lips
This is my favorite lipstick.

to lose something

(imperfective, perfective)
| often lose things.
Yesterday Pavlo lost his phone.

to walk, to have a walk
(imperfective, perfective)
They like to walk in the forest.
We will go and have a walk.

band

“Okean Elzy” is a famous Ukrainian
band.

to give
(imperfective, perfective)
He used to give me his old books.

He gave me an interesting book.

Inspiring resources for learning Ukrainian — UkrainianLessons.com
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311.

312.

313.

314.

315.

316.

317.

318.

319.

320.

321.

i=n

Yaii i TicTeuko, Byab nacka.
Kasy n eknép, Oyab nacka.
inés

Lle uikaea igés.

iMEHHMK

KHunkka, namna, cectpa — ue
iMEHHMKMN.

iM’A, imeHa

Aké rapHe im’s!
IHCTPYMEHT

Twv rpaeww Ha My3VYHNX
iHCTpyMéHTax?

iHTepHeéT

A npoBdéoxy 3abarato vacy B
iHTEpHETI.

iHOAiI = iHKonn

IHkKonn (iHo,qi) IHHa XOOUTb Ha
nporynsaHky néepen poboTtoto.

iHWNN

MeTpd xuBé B iHWWI# YyacTWHi MicTa.

Y MéHe € iHwa inés.

icTopin

Banépin BacnnboBu4 — yunterns
icTopii.

HelmosipHa icTopis!

iTM = NTK, NiTN

BiH iné Ha uto Bevipky?
Bona npe.

BoHa niwna Ha KOHUEpT.
Pka

Ham Tpéba kyniTu y.

n
=

and

Tea and a cake, please.
Coffee and an eclair, please.
idea

It is an interesting idea.

noun
Book, lamp, sister — are nouns.

name, names
What a beautiful name!

instrument
Do you (informal) play musical
instruments?

internet
| spend too much time on the internet.

sometimes
Sometimes Inna goes for a walk
before work.

other, another, different
Peter lives in another part of the city.
| have a different idea.

1) history; 2) story
Valerii Vasylovych is a history

teacher.
Incredible story!

to go (unidirectional)
(imperfective, perfective)
Is he going to this party?

She is (going).

She went to the concert.

food
We need to buy food.

Inspiring resources for learning Ukrainian — UkrainianLessons.com
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KpocBoppg Ne1

i |

Noabh=

Fill in the crossword with the opposites of the words below:

Horizontal: Vertical:
nisopyu 8. paneko 2. Hikonun 13. 6pyaHun
niTo 10. nig 3. rapsuun 14. kopoTkun
Manumn 12. pan 4. Ginbwe 15. XiHoumn
HU3bKUIN 16. TOHKUI 9. Wwmpokumn 17. 6igHuI
TEMHO 19. Baxkui 11. gpyr 18. BpaHUi

Inspiring resources for learning Ukrainian — UkrainianLessons.com 115
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Most Useful Ukrainian Words

My New Ukrainian Words

1001.

1002.

1003.

1004.

1005.

1006.

1007.

1008.

10009.

1010.
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After participating in the Revolution of Dignity in 2014, Anna decided to dedicate her professional
life to popularizing the Ukrainian language internationally by teaching it in the most accessible and
exciting way — through UkrainianLessons.com. In 2016, she started the Ukrainian Lessons Podcast,
which she designed as a step-by-step Ukrainian audio course for beginners. Since then, it has grown

Most Useful Ukrainian Words

Aboub the Author

\ 3 in Theory, History of Ukrainian Language and Comparative Studies.

into a comprehensive language program for all levels.

From 2017 to 2018, she taught Ukrainian at the University of Pennsylvania through the Fulbright
program. As of 2023, she works from her home office in Sweden, bringing inspiring resources for

learning Ukrainian out there to the world.

66

66

66

Anna is clearly a brilliant linguist and manages to convey masses of information in an engaging
and exciting way. It means a lot that she has created a resource that is so helpful and accessible
for Ukrainian language learners and that includes contemporary Ukrainian culture.

Irene SanPietro from NYC

Anna is an amazing teacher! It's so obvious that she is indeed a trained teacher who knows how
to convey information so that it is retained well.
Amy McCoy from North Carolina

| decided to listen to one or two podcasts for interest’s sake, but when Anna speaks on podcasts,
it's as if she’s there in person to teach you.
Shavonn Kravets from New Holland, PA

Anna is so charming and engaging, and her lessons are a delightful incentive to revive dormant
vocabulary and traditions. Dedicated to the last syllable and motivating. It’s always a pleasure to
listen to her charming eonocoyok. AHHa haHmacmuyHa and for anyone seriously interested in
learning Ukrainian, her podcast is the place to be.

Rahneda Breker from the United States

Anna’s sense of humor and her love of her culture comes through in the podcasts and makes
the learning experience fun. Even though | don’t usually eat beets, | am now eager to try the
red borscht!

Mary Margaret Perez from Watsonville, California

Inspiring resources for learning Ukrainian — UkrainianLessons.com

Anna Ohoiko is a Ukrainian language specialist and teacher. She was
born in 1991 — the year of the birth of independent Ukraine. She is
originally from the town of Polonne in Khmelnytska oblast, in central-
western Ukraine. Having always been passionate about languages,
Anna graduated from Kyiv-Mohyla Academy and got a Master’s degree
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Aboubt Ukrainian Lessons

This resource was brought to you by UkrainianLessons.com —
a cozy educational platform that provides good-quality modern
materials for learning Ukrainian. It was created by Anna Ohoiko
shortly after the Ukrainian Revolution of Dignity in 2014. Since then,
the UL team has been providing various materials and support for
Ukrainian learners with blog posts, books, videos, infographics, and
their structured podcast courses — Ukrainian Lessons Podcast
and 5 Minute Ukrainian.

We are also proud to host the most active Ukrainian learners community on Facebook
— a group where everyone can ask questions, practice Ukrainian, and share their favorite
materials. You can join this friendly community at ukrainianlessons.com/fbgroup.

I am so happy to have stumbled upon this site/podcast! It is wonderful that the Ukrainian Lessons
Podcast is working to address that inaccessibility by providing the free podcast & an abundance
of resources to further our language and cultural learning.

Lilly F from the United States

I think the Ukrainian language is the most beautiful of all the Slavic languages due to its musicality
and rhythm... | feel lucky to come across Anna’s way of teaching it! It is friendly and very well
focused on securing the steps one by one as | am progressing through the entire course. And
the best part is that it doesn’t stop at the basics... It gets gradually more difficult as you go...
Lovely! | would recommend everyone to subscribe to the premium membership. It justifies its
value 100%... better when you leave your ykpaiHcbki friends amazed by your progress in their
beautiful language.

Luis A. Zapata from Peru

On my first visit to Kyiv, | felt confident in my already obtained basic skills in Ukrainian and
was even slightly complimented in a souvenir shop. | owe a good deal a huge credit to
ukrainianlessons.com and Anna. She takes you into this language, gradually enhancing new
words and grammatr.

Wilhelm Fuchs from Germany

You can find it all here in a most palatable and well-prepared mix — grammar, vocabulary,
pronunciation, language functions — all served up engagingly with a serving of cultural
knowledge topping it up like a spoonful of cmemaHa! It doesn’t get any better than this!

XpuctuHa Cikopcbka from Winnipeg, Canada

Inspiring resources for learning Ukrainian — UkrainianLessons.com
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More from Ukrainian Lessons

Ukrainian Lessons Podcast

Are you looking for a well-structured and easily accessible Ukrainian language
course that can easily fit into your life? Ukrainian Lessons Podcast is exactly
what its name says: Lessons of Ukrainian in the format of a podcast. This means
you can enjoy learning Ukrainian with a real teacher from the comfort of your car,
on your morning jog, or while cooking. Give it a go — all the lessons are free —
and if you enjoy it and want to dig deeper, subscribe to the premium membership
to receive PDF lesson notes and digital flashcards.

Find out more at ukrainianlessons.com/thepodcast or look for
Ukrainian Lessons Podcast in your podcast app.

5 Minute Ukrainian

This series of mini-lessons is all about conversations. Each episode of 5 Minute
Ukrainian contains a short dialogue that you will listen to at a natural and slow
speed. Then your host Anna will teach you some essential phrases for that
particular situation. Apart from the dialogues, there are also useful vocabulary
boosters and grammar point episodes. You can also subscribe to receive
comprehensive lesson notes with exercises and flashcards.

Find out more at ukrainianlessons.com/fmu or look for
5 Minute Ukrainian in your podcast app.

Ukrainian Handwriting Book

Whether you are just starting out to learn Ukrainian or want to finally learn how
to write in cursive Cyrillic, this colorful workbook will be your guide. It is designed
specifically for Ukrainian language learners to learn how to write by hand in
Ukrainian, develop a better understanding of texts written in Cyrillic, and improve
reading and pronunciation skills. From a single letter to syllables, words, and
short texts — master your Cyrillic handwriting and enjoy learning Ukrainian with
our delightful workbook!

Find out more at ukrainianlessons.com/handwriting-book
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Ukrainian Phrasebook For Helping Refugees

Since the beginning of the brutal Russian invasion of Ukraine in 2022, people
around the world #StandWithUkraine and put enormous effort into supporting
the refugees. This phrasebook is for everyone helping Ukrainian people — at the
borders, at immigration centers, at humanitarian organizations, in their homes,
or at a distance. It includes 20 practical chapters of the most important Ukrainian
words and phrases to facilitate communication and demonstrate care. Additional
links to expand certain topics make this book an excellent basis for further
Ukrainian learning.

Find out more at ukrainianlessons.com/phrasebook

Easy Ukrainian Book (intermediate & advanced level)

If you already have some progress in Ukrainian and looking for an immersive
experience, check out this book. It is an easy read with exercises, vocabulary
lists, and audio. Its fun story is about Beatrice from Spain and Brian from the
USA who are going to have an unforgettable summer in Ukraine... Available as
paperback or ebook — whichever format you choose, you get free audio!

Find out more at ukrainianlessons.com/cossack

Inspiring resources for learning Ukrainian — UkrainianLessons.com 138
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41000 Mosb Useful Ukrainian Words

This is probably the #1 resource that has helped me learn so much Ukrainian. Once | started
to learn these 1000 words, | started to learn words from other resources much faster.
Steve Middleton from Canada

It surprised me how learning even a small subset of well-selected words allows construct-
ing useful sentences and start communicating. | really appreciate the work put into it!
Pawet Bulwan from Poland

Well organized! Lots of examples are a must for anybody learning anything. Flashcards are
tremendous. Audio pronunciation is a must.
Ron Wight from the United Kingdom

It has been very useful to learn words in context: in phrases, with cases, with stresses
marked and verbs conjugated. The format is very clear and easy to use.
Katja Pulkkinen from Finland

The flashcards are very, very useful — | have progressed far more in 1-2 months of
Ukrainian than | had in the previous 5 — thanks to your resource!
Ciaran Pearson from the Netherlands

In this book, you will find a carefully selected list of 1000 Ukrainian words essential
for anyone looking to speak and understand basic Ukrainian. Each word is presented
with its stress, important forms, English translation, and example sentences.

The second edition of this book is an improved version that offers a range of new
features. These include eight crossword puzzles that are based on the book's vocab-
ulary, alphabetical index of words, and an extended how-to-use section.

In addition to being a comprehensive reference tool, the book is accompanied by
digital flashcards with audio recordings to help perfect your pronunciation and
images to serve as a memory aid.

Get ready to boost your vocabulary and advance your Ukrainian skills to the next
level!

modern materials for learning Ukrainian. Visit our website and explore a wide
range of resources such as books, videos, infographics, blog posts, and structured
UkrainianLessons podcast courses — Ukrainian Lessons Podcast and 5 Minute Ukrainian.

. Ukrainian Lessons is a cozy educational platform that provides good-quality
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